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surface takes place. The defect of this process is that the
heating is not sufficient to prevent subsequent fermentation.
This method is also said to be employed in Assam. In
West and Central Africa a common method is for the
collectors to smear the latex over their bodies and to peel
off the rubber when the water has evaporated. In other
districts, especially in the case of the sluggish latex of the
Ceara trees, coagulation takes place on the trunk of the tree
by natural heat. The solar rays are also the coagulating
medium employed in the case of some of the African rubbers,
the latex being allowed to flow from the tree on to the
ground, a careless proceeding which cannot be commended.
Sometimes, also, the latex is mixed with water in variable
proportions according to the custom prevailing in the
several districts where the system is in operation; after a
time the rubber separates out and rises to the surface.
With regard to the coagulation processes used in the Congo
region much interesting information has been obtained by
Gustave van der Kerckhove, and an article written by him
in the India-rubier World for October, 1904, has been
drawn upon in the following remarks. At least six or seven
different methods of coagulation are used by natives in the
Congo Free State, and as a rule they show so much acumen
in choosing the most suitable process for a particular rubber
that the advent of civilization has done little but check
adulteration. As the Kassai rubber will be referred to later
as the best product of the Congo State, it will be of interest
to refer to its preparation. In some cases the method, jusfc
mentioned as common in Africa, of smearing the latex over
the body and allowing it to dry is followed, while in other
cases, instead of using the body, the rubber is allowed to